“The tree is causing subsidence to my property”

Subsidence can be a very complex issue and, in order to remedy the problem, the cause must be
thoroughly investigated. Should you notice structural damage to your property, contact your insurance
company. They will then investigate and try to find the cause.

Caution is advised because the insurer will tend to look for the most cost effective solution, and
although felling a nearby tree is often the cheapest option it may not be the right one. The insurer
should provide evidence that the tree is causing the damage before it is removed, particularly where
the trees belongs to a third party. The investigation may involve a structural engineer monitoring the
movement of the ground for up to year (sometimes longer) to see if the movement coincides with the
natural water uptake cycle of the tree. It is also important to know that trees can only cause subsidence
on clay soils. It is possible to obtain information about soil types from the British Geological Survey
website: www.bgs.ac.uk

Understanding the true cause of the problem is vital, as only then can the right solution be used.
Otherwise the damage to your property may continue, even after the tree has been removed
unnecessarily.

“I'm worried that a street tree is unsafe and will fall on my house”

If you are concerned about the safety of a tree outside your house, you should inform the Local
Authority. Every tree owner has a legal duty of care to ensure that their trees are regularly inspected
by a competent person and maintained appropriately. If a qualified arborist deems a tree to be
dangerous, they will recommend that it is pruned or removed altogether. Careful pruning can often
make a tree safe and felling should always be the last resort. Trees are valuable to us and should only
be removed if absolutely necessary.

Is your tree causing a nuisance?
by lan Dalton, Arborist, Dip Arb, TechArborA

lan is an experienced highway tree officer in London



Trees provide many benefits to us and the envirconment. Howewver some people who live on tree-lingd
streets experience problems. So whal can we do? Good management of streel frees can solve, or
redusce, most of the relafively minor prablems that trees cause without the need to remove them alto-
gether. Because trees are so important to aur health and wallbeing felling one should be considered a
last rasart.

Hera a few af the main problems and some simple aolutions we can use to salve tham,

“The tree is damaging the public foatway, I'm
warried that it will cause a trip hazard”

Local Authorities’ highwesays deparimenis should
routinely repair pavemeni damaged causad by
roots. It is often simply a case of removing and
relaying the farmac; sometimes several layers of
tarmac have been laid over the roots making them
lock much more Bulky than they are (figure 1)
Faving slabs can be replaced with with mare
flexible matenals ke tarmac ar a special matenal
called Flexi™ -pave thal is designed 10 be bolh
strong and Nexible, allowing the rools room Lo grow
without damaging the surface (figure 2.

Figure 1 Aring al the tree's base shows the larmac kevel befare
e many bult-up layers wen remoyed

“The tree is causing damage to a light structure™ {e.g. fence, garden wall)

If & tree cwned by a third party is causing damage to your property, the frae owner is lagally obliged 10
cover the casts of any repairs, As an alternative to removing the free, it is aften pessible to prune rocts
and install reol barriers to prevent the damage recccurming. Itis also possible to build walls and fences
in such a way thal it allcws room for reat growth, A gead bullder shoulg be able 10 discuss this option
with yau,

“I'm worried the tree will just keep getting bigger and will one day become a huge problem, or
that it is old and will fall.”

This will mostly depend on the age of the tree. Much like humans, cnce trees reach maturity they all but
stop growing; this happens whan thay are batweaen a quarter and a third of the way into their lifespan
Much of Britain's housing was built during the Victorian and the early pan of the 20th century, and the
sireet trees planted alongside these homes have only just achievec full grown maturity, They wall
continue as a stable and fairly predictable part of cur envirenment for up to ancther 150-200 years, as
lary as they recene the corect basic maintenance.

“Tha tree is dropping leavesifruit'seeds™

Leaf and fruif fall is part of a tree's natural yearly cycle. As it happens over a relatively shorf period
during the course of a year, any femporary inconvenience has fo be balanced against the benefits the
trees bring to an urban environment. It may help o contact your local council's sfrest cleaning depari-
mant

“Tree roots are damaging the drains”

Tree roots can grow into leaking drains and sewers, but anly if they are already cracked. Tree roots will
nat graw into a drain that isn't already damaged  Tree raots are hydrotropic, this means that they grow
towards water, Tree roots cannot sense water through an intact drain. If a tree root encounters wet soil
caused by leaking or damaged pipes andior drains, increased root aclivity may occur, This may resull
in rools entering and klocking servicas or drains

ou anre only responsible for drains within your property boundary. howewver if you encounter this
problem it would be necessary to make your drains walerlight by having them repaired or replaced.
Modern drains are made from durable plastic and once replaced, the problem s not ikely to recur.

‘The tree is overhanging my property andior blocking light”

In LIK law there is no inherent 'Right 10 Light' {or shade)

Lack of light caused by trees is a commaon preblam that can be much improved by regular pruning, If
the tree belangs to & Local Authority, they may agree 1o prune the ree to allow mors light ta your
propery as pan of their normal pruning schedule so it may be woerth asking if they can help, Pruning is
carried oul every three years of 50 'as standard’ by many local authorities

A the property owner you ane enfiffed by comman law o prune any branches overhanging your
airspace back 1o your proparty boundary; you do not nead to oblain permission from the tree owner, If
your local council are unable to prune the fres for you, and the branches ovarhang your property, you
could either prune back the branches yoursalf or emplay a tree surgeon to do it for you. A list of
approved confractors can be found on the Arboricultural Azsociation website: wuw fress arg ok

“The tree is blocking my TViSky signal”

The telavision licensing laws state that payment of the licence fee does not guarantae receplion of a
television signal and that there 15 no legal nght 1o televison receplion. If the signal is being blocked by
a tree, the best cause of action would be te meve the aerial or dish.

“The tree is dropping sticky sap on my
carfdrivoway"

This sticky substance is known as honeydew and
it is secreled by aphids leeding on the leaves of
e tree. 10 is just a segar and water selubon and.
although unsightily, it should not affect the paint-
work of a car providing that the manufacturer's
recommeandatians for care and maintenance are
fallowed

However inconveniant, honaydew secration only
happens for a bnef period each year. The
Figure 2 Flexi™-pave s a lamas abernative thal iz used pro blem it creates has to be WEIQl]Ed against the
many benelils provided by trees for yaur local
nighbaurheod.

aralnd tree roods and is standard prachce in many cihes,



